[Analysis and radiologic staging of the type and severity of aspiration].
The estimated number of the incidence of undiagnosed chronic aspiration pneumonia after cerebral or cerebrovascular injury seems very high. According to American statistics, at least 6% of these patients die from aspiration pneumonia within the first year. The high temporal resolution of cineradiography with frame rates of the complex process of pharyngeal swallowing lasting 0.7 s. The method enables us to differentiate between so-called pre-, intra- and postdeglutitive aspiration, which means aspiration before, during and after the triggering of the swallowing reflex. Together with an established score for the severeness of the aspiration, the method supplies important data for setting up a functional surgical and/or conservative program for rehabilitation and for follow-up-studies.